Integrating Two Cultures:

Proposed Area One Tracks
(
Executive Summary

These course proposals were developed by a group of students in the freshman seminar “The Two Cultures: Bridging the Gap” taught by Ramón Saldívar and Eric Roberts. As a final project for the class, the students chose to design IHUM sequences which “bridged the gap” by including material from seemingly different disciplines.

Web site: http://www.stanford.edu/~lswartz/bridge/
(Contains detailed background information, sample syllabi, readings, and related courses)

Autumn Course Sequence: What is Human?

What is human?  Thinkers have tackled this question for centuries. What makes us human? What does it mean to be human? How do we view others as “less than human?” How have we distinguished a “human” from “something else”—whether it be a slave, an animal, a machine, or a computer? In this class, students will seek to answer these crucial and age-old questions from a variety of disciplinary perspectives. We will begin by examining how philosophers and other writers have answered these questions of identity and humanity.  Next, we will tackle the social aspects of humanity—in particular, dehumanization. Finally, we will discuss the relation of intelligence and artificial intelligence to humanity, closing with current ethical dilemmas.

Although it integrates content and methodologies from the humanities, social sciences, physical sciences, and engineering, the course has an essentially humanistic focus. First, its subject is one central to the humanities—arguably the defining question of the humanities—which also illuminates issues of cultural sensibility, ethics, and citizenship. Second, all science and engineering introduced will not require any previous experience or exposure, except perhaps having watched Star Wars. Finally, both the question itself and the exciting way it is explored will make the course extremely relevant to students, inciting them to explore related courses in various departments.

Related Departments:
Literature, English, Philosophy, other Humanities, Anthropology, Psychology, Sociology, History, Symbolic Systems, Linguistics, Biology, Human Biology, and Computer Science

Winter-Spring Course Sequence: The Science of Culture and the Culture of Science

Science and culture have been inevitably intertwined since ancient times. From ancient philosophers such as Aristotle and Plato to modern scientists like Einstein and Stephen Jay Gould, the relationship between science and culture has been established and reestablished.  In this course, by reading the texts of scientists whose discoveries have deeply impacted the way people think as well as literary authors critiquing scientific progress, students will obtain a thorough understanding of science and its influence on culture, as well as culture’s influence on science.

This course will be spread over the winter and spring quarters and follows in chronological order of the development of science. There will be two 50-minute lectures and two 90-minute discussion sections a week. During the winter quarter students will develop a fundamental understanding of where science was derived from and how it developed into what it is recognized as today, studying Classical and Medieval foundations of science and how the Renaissance changed both scientific and humane arts.  Winter quarter will conclude with the Scientific and Industrial revolutions.  Spring quarter will focus on the works of prominent scientists and cultural thinkers, exploring how these people define as well as contribute to modern science.  We will conclude by investigating how our culture expresses itself in an age dominated by science and technology.

Related Departments:
Classics; History and Philosophy of Science; Science, Technology and Society; Industrial Engineering
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